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PAM an old Mbig, and a true 
one: conſequently, a Friend 
to the Liberties of Britain, 
and of Europe: As ſuch, 
deſirous to detect the Arts, 
determin'd to oppoſe the Power of France: 
and juſt as heartily attach'd to the preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment in theſe Kingdoms, as 


I am heartily zealous for the Continuance of 
| thoſe 


hy. | 
..x 


T&h_- 


| thoſe Bleflings which it was framed to prez 


ſerve;; and for guarding aꝑalnſt the Return 


af theſe! Evils/ which it albne can prevent; 


Thus far I know that I meet you on equal 


Terms, whatever gtamp of Dignity you 


wa whatever Bepth of Polities you 


ä whatever Degree of public Spirit 


No APY EN Nor ſhou'd} I fear thus to 
addreſs myſelf to you in this Capacity, 
were ycu either exalted to the Height; 
or diſcharg d from the Burden of Miniſte- 


tial Power itſelf; were you one, \40bo bad 


fuffer'd yourſelf to breab thro à peaceful 


Calm 10 engage in the Storms and Tem- 


peſit of State; 1 leave the Halcyon Re- 
poſe un the fo ft verdant varicguled Bun 
immur'd by. whiſtling Reeds and. printed 


Sedge, guarded by Meander's gentle Stream, 


to live lite the Petterel in ende conte 
Tempeſt, from which you are at length hap-" 
pily eſcap'd ; --- were you one of, tholF? 
great Genius's who. has experronc'd” the 
Impoſſibility of gover ging a People actun- 
ted by nothing but en und fit for 
n but Ii boden Shoes, 32629 d 

Severs 


(7) 

-33 On bog ex, 31 daidw2gnitiald Roth 
Severe Oenſures g n very juſt ones 
have paſs d. on thoſe: Reflections Which are 
directed agaiaſt-the Perſon of the Prince | 
Let, them, cpaſs., as : impartially .ON ,- - thoſe 
which ate levelld at the Body of t the Peas 
ple. The one is made ſacred but for the | 
Sake of the other; and if eyery Attack on 
him imphes an Aggravatian gf Guilt, it is 
becauſe that Attack affects the whole Bo- 
dy, which neceſſarily ſympathizes with its 
principal Member. Our Saxon Anceſtors were 
highly ſenſible of this, with whom Offences 
againſt their Sovereign, as they were diſ/ 
tin& in their Nature, ſo were they inferior 
in their Guilt to Offences againſt che Pub- 


| lic, and that only was Leſe Majeſty, which: 


was a Crime againſt the Community. Sic, 
the national Character of his Country is as: 
dear to every good Citizen, as private Re- 
putation is to every Individual. A Libel; 
on the Public is as much viler than one on 

a private Perſon, as the Dignity aui 
portance of the one is ſuperior to that of 
the other. You juſtly call one of the bright-: 


oh 


($) 
eſt modern Eſprits of France an im- 
pudent Scribler, for" afpetfiig us with the 
Imputation of a natidnal Degeneracy, from 
our Anceſtors of a Cæntury paſt, equal to 
that of the modern Monks of Rome from 
the did Romans. And not only the Herd of 
French Sctiblers, but even Mezeray himſelf 


has been juſtly ſtigmatiz d for his Irvectiues 
againſt our Country. Ahuſe is indeed the 


common Motive and Mark of little Minds; 


as it uſually betrays an equal Meanneſs of 


Spirit and of Malice, and is often ſhewn in 
an impotent vindictive Bitterneſs, reſulting 
from Difappointment and Deſpair. I may 
with particular Propriety addreſs myſelf to 
vou on this Subject, becauſe National Abuſe 
is the wildeft Soleciſm that an Aſſertor of 
National Honour can commit, 4 Libel on 
the People, the gtoſſeſt Abſurdity which a 
Plain Reafoner with them ean-, be ever 
guilty ol. Whether a dogmatical and pe- 
remptory Aſſertion of Piradoxes be indeed 


Simplicity of reaſoning; any more than a 


ranting Fuſtian Simplicity of Stile, may ad- 
mit of Doubt. - But; to eonfider with how 


accurate 


T 47 N . 9 N ant . 
digi \"Diſtflbution you in 
out the People of England, and with how 
juſt a Stamp you have characteria d them: 


You are pleas d (a) to divide this Body into 


three Parts, making the firſt, which con- 
tains no leſs a Proportion than ine Parts 
in ten of the Whole, to conſiſt of Gudgeons 3 
the ſecond of ſuch as are diſcontented in all 
Changes, their Hearts lying chiefly at Rome; 
the third of the Landed Men, bubbled into 
a Belief, that. a War with:France muſt be 
at the:r Eapence; and that the Weight of 
the public Debt on their Eſtates, the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Caſe, and the indiſputable 
-Gratituge and Honour of France render it 
utterly unreaſonable. The one Claſs is, I 
preſume, to paſs for direct Fools and. Aſſes, 


the other for determin d of acobites.; -and I 


muſt acknowledge, that the Diſtinction of 
the third from the firſt implies a Difference, 
which, (aceording to this Deſcription,) I 
want Acuteneſs clearly to diſcern. 80 that 
it hou'd appear, from this National Cha- 
racter, that the Diſaffected are the only 
B Men 
(a) Plain Rraſerer, p. 4 & 5. 


govern us. 


4 


7 


0 ( w 3d An 
Meg in their Scnies amonglt'us: A Rem 


nant, I ſhou'd hope, too e 


leave it imprakticable for « a great Conti to 
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As ln can throw fo great a Light 
on the Conduct as the Character of parti- 
cular Men: So the publie Character of a 
People muſt greatly contribute to illaſtrate 
public Meaſures, to explain the Rectitude 
and Propriety of them, the Difficulties 
attending, and the Obſtacles rais d againſt 
them ; and it will hence follow, that much 
of your plain reaſoning will depend on the 
Truth and Juſtice of that public CharaQer 
which you have drawn, Shou'd it appear, 
that of the People of this Country nine 
Parts in ten are ſome Degrees ſuperior to 
Gudgeons, that of the remaining Tenth; the 
Hearts of one Half are by no Means at 
Rome, nor the Heads of the other at the 
Mercy of every Guſt to divert them from 
all that Senſe and Reaſon can ſuggeſt, and 
drive them into all that Madneſs and Ab- 
8 can produce, — of your Con- 


cluſtons 
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bo joan, Many. vulgar, = 1 


1 cluſions muſt 
| Arguments, 1 "ma appear to | o deſerve. a diffe- 


rent Cenlure from yourk. a and _the Sy) ens. 
which you wou 7d ſubſtitute t to contain "ek! 
Reaſon and true Policy than what you ate 
mary 50 ent „ 
2 3 5 = mY: 064: hn 
| That theVanity of an N Trench- 
b man, r the Diſguſt of a, ſtupid Hannove. 
ö nun, ſhou d draw us in ridiculous or odious 
8 Colours, is not unaccountable: But what 
N aan prompt a Briten zto copy ſo yile, a. 
; Portrait of his Country, is much more a, 
> maa ing. We may endure: to be repreſented, 
n as a Nation of Clod, -,pated Pudding+- 
5 eaters; by: Sor biere, to be call'd a Herd of 
- Wolves by Patin, or whatever he pleaſes: 
5 by Capt. ; but do not ſo exqui- 
0 fitely reliſh the civil Terms of Fools and 
t Gudgeons, from a dogmatical Politician at 
e home. General Reflections of all Kinds 
n are commonly no leſs ridiculous than odious! 
d Human Nature is univerſally human, and 
in every Age and Country; as well as 
= AY liable to be affected by thoſe 


5 = 2 Inci- 


9 5 


Incidents, to > which at different Times and 


in different Situations Ling 4d eee 
pearances to be accounted for. Lock back 
on the Orators, Philoſophers, and free Ci- 
tizens of Antient Greece: Compate them 
with the modern Slaves to Tur Tyranny. 


Look on the Brutus 8, the Cato's, and Ci- 
cero's of Rome: Compare them with the 


modern Monks of Italy, or the mercenary 
Minſtrels, and emaſculated Singers on the 


Stages of Europe. The Cauſe of the diffe- 


rent Spirit of each is obvious; babitual 
Freedom animated the one, habitual Slavery 
has enervated the other. The People of a 


free Country have Freedom to loſe, they 


have Rights and Properties at ſtake ; They 
will therefore be jealous of the Arts of 
Courts and the Encroachments of Power: 
They will endeavour to expoſe: the Frands 
of Miniftetial Craft, as well as to reſiſt the 
lorce of Sovereign Inffuenee. The Cauſe 


or a Confitution founded in Public dutereſt, 


arm and excite Public Spirit: The 


. f hie Country will n and acluate 


every 


(. 13; )) 


1 every Member of it. The Slaves. of De- 
Ts ſpotic Government have properly no Chun 
* ty. Abſolute Dominion annulls public 
4 Society, and i is inconſiſtent with the Idea of 
li. it. It is founded on the Deſtruction of 
1 all ſocial Compact, all civil Intereſt and 
. Community ; ; while every other political 
I | Relation is ſwallowed up in the great Te- 
e viathan of Power. If then the Objects of 
y facial Affections and public Spirit be de. 
0 ſtroyed, the Paſſions themſelves are ſo far 
- eradicated, Human Nature, which is vi- 


1] gilant, jealous, active in a ſtate of Civil 
Freedom, will be languid, indolent and 
ſupine in a ſtate of Slavery. The Princi- 
ples of Tameneſs and ſervile | Obedience 
will be the Mark of French and of German 
Vaſſals; the Principles of Liberty, and Re- 
ſi ſtance the Characteriſtic of Engli iſh Free- 
men; Jealouſy. indeed in public as well 
a8 private Life may be founded in Mi- 
ſtake: Oppoſi tion may be carried to ex- 
treme: But the Principles themſelves 
will operate both in Communities and In- 
A idval ;agrecably to the reſpeRtiye | Cir- 

| cumſtances 


| — e * 
Churatter, | 


('1 4 D 
cumſtances and . of either: And 
the Imeontenientes or Evils fefuttin ing 
fidity them will prove at beſt Very uncer- 
tain Evidences either bf the Di oſition of 


Particulars, or W brag public 1 plus and 


$- Wy #771 * *} a? 


Six, human Je "ts? 1 have ob⸗ 
ſer vd, the ſame in this Country that it 


is in others: That is, at beſt, frail and 


fallible. The People do no doubt often 
egtegiouſſy miſtake : The Court, and the 


Demagogues, do often egregiouſly impoſe 


on them, and take advantage of thoſe 
Miftakes, perhaps the very fame which 


they have artfully inſtil'd into them: 


The State nay ſometimes form a wrong 


judgtient, and the People a Right one. 
The Senſe of the Eugliſp Nation may be 


miſguided, but it is not obliterated, They 
ate a Nation of Mer, but not à Herd of 
Idiots; and all this will amount to no 
mote than Eft ubi peccar. It was the 
open Declaration of a great Man (to whom 


bu ute poſfibly not unknown) on a 
late 


DRA : 121 05 5 bas 20 unf 
late Occaſion, io a. certain, auguſt Aſſem⸗ 
bly, that she, People of. England ſtidom: 


judg'd wrong; upon a true Statg off the 


Caſe: Public: Meaſures appear d to them 
in a wrong Light, they therefore co. 
demn'd them: They might at another 
Period (which he doubted nat) be ſet in 


a True one; they wou d then aſſuredly 


applaud what they were now induc d- 10 
decry. This Remark was juſt and on- 
cluſive. The Author of it heſt knows. 
the Sincerity. with which he made it 4; 
and it is left to you to reconcile it with. 


the N ational Character which. 708 a 
drawn. 


7! 
4 * 
OY 


Sir, good Beals. us not lafallibiliogzas 
well as good Nature (a Term peculiar to 
our Language)! is an indubitable ngredient 
of our National Character. An ingenious 
and impartial. F oreigner * obſerves, that 

as Liberty is; the Source of the many ex- 
traordipaty Characters among the Engliſh, 
lo it likewiſe gives. them 2; Freedom of 
f Thoughts 
+ 3uralt'; Leiters on the Faglig and French Nations. 


(16) 


Thoughts and Sentiments, : which does not 
a little contribute to their Good: Seng; 


wherein, ſays he, they are dilingw/Þ'd, 


generally ſpeaking, from moſt other Nations, 


You perhaps judge of the Publie Senſe as 


Poet Bays does of Wit, by the Judgment 


paſs d on your own Performance, or the 
Concurrence ſhewn to your own Applauſe. 
The impartial World perhaps may uſe a 
different Standard; and no more convict 
the Engliſb Nation of epidemical Stupidity 
for the Diſguſt it has lately conceiv'd at 


ſome of your Friends, than for the Con- 


tempt your Readers ſhew at moſt of your 


- plain Reaſons. 


But we are made the Laughing Stock of cur 
Neighbours: by our adherence to that ridi- 


culous Adage Vox Populi Vox Dei, which 15 


faying in other Words, God Delights in On- 
Fuſion and Nonſenſe, p. 3. Perhaps, Sir, your 


Cenſure of the Maxim is as groundlels 
as that of the People. Thoſe Words 


imply the coercive Prevalence of the 


public Senſe, not the abſolute Infallibility 


of 


r 
$ 
8 
E 
4 
. 


(7) 


dl thepublitFeietathartiie grnembbolites 


will irreſiſtibly prevail in a free Government * 
(as. conſtitub ionaliy it ought;) not that the ge- 
neral Judgment muſt be inevitably righiʒ a 

Superiority reſulting not from any; moral jor . 
intellectual Sufficiency inherent in the Maſs 

of the People, but from the civil Rights 
of the public Body, and the political Ten- 

dency of its Influence. - As the End ef 
Government ( ſays Sir William Temple ſeems 

to he Salus Populi, ſo the Strength ef tbe 
Gouerument is tbe Conſent: of the People ; 
which made that Maxim of Vox Populi” 
Vox Dei, that is (not that God delights in 
“ Confuſion and Nonſenſe,” but that) He + 
Governors who are few, will ever be forced 
40 follow the Strength of the Governed; 2vho - 
are many, let them be either People or Heres: | 
5 1 uh, they n t „ drr 


But what: wol- d you underſtand 1 the 
People ? ſurely not the Dregs of the Rabble. 
What by the People's Voice? undoubtedly 


not the Hoot of a Mob, not the Clamours 


| a L . bk 4 +. — of. 
TE on fotalar Diſco: te- t.. 


| cn _ 
of a Faction, or the DiQates 5s of a a Rig 
Leader. An tu populum maſh illum 
Putas, gui conſtat ex fis quimercede, conducun-. 
turf——O ſpeciem dignitatemque fopuli R 0 
mani 1 Multitudinem hominum ex x facinorofis, I 


ex egenti bus Congregatam | / 

Sir, the Vom Populi is the general can 
from the general Senſe of the Community: 
as ſuch it juſtly demands all the Deference 
which Princes and Magiſtrates can and 
ought to pay to a ſuperior Voice ; and con- 
ſequently in every free Conſtitution, not 
ſubje& to an immediate Theocracy, muſt 
be ſubſtituted for, and therefore may be con- 
fider'd as the Voice of Heaven. In this Senſe, | 
is there either Abſurdity or Indecency in 
what you are pleaſed to ſtile that ridicu- 
lous Adage Vox Populi vox Dei ? If Salus 
Populi be Suprema Lex, tis A neceflary' 
| Conſequence that Fox Populi is Supreme 
Vor. I ſhould indeed be leſs ſurpriſed” to 
find the Author of the Plain Reaſoner dif-' 
pute both Maxims, than to ſee him recon- 
cile the ſuppoſed Abſurdity of the one with 
the acknowledged Truth of the other. 

| | But 


8 


(6.49). 
But if, the embracing of eicher as a ſelf- eri 
4 fundamental Political Truth, be 
dence that nine Parts i in ten of the. 
People be downright Gudgeons, he will molt | k 
certainly be at a Loſs for one more weighs 
ty and concluſive to ſupport his Charge 
againſt one half of the Remainder, that 


their diſcontented Hearts e chiefly at. 
* 


* js 
1 22 


There is no other Medium thro which 
the Principles. of Men can be ſeen, but their 
Pfactices. It may therefore appear as weak. 
to defend, as it is raſh to traduce the ſecret 
Springs 5 Affections of their Hearts. But 
when Affection is the Reſult of Perſuaſion, 
its Reality and its Degree may be in great 
Meaſure diſcoverable. For the Prevalence 
of Doctrines admits of Notoriety, tho not 
the Propenſity of Diſpoſitions; and the 
Knowledge of Men's political Faith muſt 
lead to that of thrir political Attachments. 
Jacobitiſin in the Heart can proceed from 
nothing in Nature, but. Facobite Notions 
in the Head, a fincere Adherence to the 

„ Son 


1 
original Principles df the Party the paſſꝭ vs 
and the non-reſiſting Doctrines, che Belief 
of a Character abſolutely and iutelibiy ſacred 
in Princes, and a Right hereditary, indefca- 
ſible and divine, to Crowns. Let us then 
enquire into the Prevalence of theſe No- 
tions. They are as utterly baniſhd fromm 
the Political, as the Syſtem of Epicycles and 
Eccentrics is from the Phyfical Creed of 
every Set of Men amongſt us. There is 
not the Remnant ſubſiſting which argues 

from them, nor the Cauſe that is ſupported 
by them. I ſhall not affirm that there are 
not a dozen or a ſcore Perſons: ſutviving in 
the Kingdom, who have not ſurmounted | 
the Prejudices of an unhappy Education; 
which has rivetted them to Bigottry of 
any kind, or that political Enthuſiaſm is 
cxtinguiſh'd beyond the Poſſibility of ever 
breaking out again, any more than religi- 
But never. was there an Age that diſ- 
cover d leſs Frenzy of the former Sort; ho- 
ſucceſsfully ſoever the regenerated Spirit of 
the latter has of late been excited. Jjuſt 
Notions of the Foundation and Defign: of 


4 


=, | Govern- 


— 


% +, 
- $A. F 


"0 


Government» were never ſo popular as in the: - 


preſent Age, and Anti- Reuolutional Prin- 
ciplet are as graat Prodigies in any Man of 
liberal Knowledge, as an Adherence. tocthie 
wildeſt Abſurdity that ſtands exploded in 
any Branch of Science. So {trongly is that 
Obſervation in Tully verify d, that grounds 

leſs Opinions, Opinionum cummenta, wear 

time. I cannot but think that Rapin Thops 
ras's Hiſtory, French-tnan” and Party- man 

as that Writer is, has not a little contribut= 
ed to diffuſe juſt Notions of our Conſtitu- 
tion and Government amongſt the Maſs 
of the People, the Manner of its Pub- 
lication, as well as the Spirit and Re- 
putation of the Work, _— ſo univer- 


ere ' T2 134-176 
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But f it is not Prins ole which * Men 
Jacobites at this Day, is it Intereſt? Intereſt 
which incſines their Hearts to the deſperate 
Cauſe of an unfortunate Perſon exiled; at- 
tainted, and abjurd; abandon'd by every 
other State in Europe, and driven to Rome” 


(2 22) 
for Reſuge and protection? Some of theſe 
| Confiderations. may perhaps excite Com- 
 paſſſori to a Perſon; but they! will never 
gain  Concurretice to a Cauſe. 1 may pity 
a Man whoſe greateſt Crime poſſibl 
he was born a Prince, or, if you pleaſe, that 
he has been train d up from his Infancy i in 
a rooted Aſſurance of being ſo born ; but 
ſhall not therefore aſſiſt his vain and ground- ; 
leſs Pretenfions to be a King. I am confi- 
dent, Sir, that you will not expect me to 
enter into a more explicit Proof that per- 
ſonal Affection to the Pretender, Depen- 
dence upon, or Expectation from him, does 
by no means influence the Hearts of any Set 
of Men in this Kingdom : A Charge which 
if brought, I muſt regard as one of that 
Stamp, quod ne refelli quidem ſerig debet ; $ | 
quod fur Jac it, videtur vereri ne 49 1d cre- | 


dat. 


* * 


And if there can be fo lictle Kasi 
to the preſent Pretender, either from Princi- 
ple, Intereſt, or perſonal Regard, much leſscan 
chere be expected. to any future one, VUaleks . 


there 
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ta be fore fecret Magic in the Cauſe 880 
chimerical Pretenfon to the Britiſh rown 
that, unlike every other Cauſe in Nene, 
the more delperate iti 18, and the more im- 
mediately its Decay approaches, the more 
numerous and more vigorous Sopports dees 
it \Produce., ; Every Confideration of: Rela- 
tion to. our Country, and the Blood. of our 
Kings, will of operate with ſtill weaker Force 
(a admitting it, yet, capable of operating wih 
any) in eyery Degree of Deſcent; ; and thoſe. 
Hearts which are incapable of inclining to 


the P ather, will be ſtill farther from any... 
Inclination towards the Children, el, 


* 


Will v you 1 Sir, "that al this is the 
theſis againſt Fact? What Colour, what. 2 
Shadow of Fact can be alledged againſt it? 
We can remember the Times when a Spirit . 
of Jacobitiſin, vain and impotent as it then 
was, was yet, diſcernible 1 in the People, When 
on "the Alarm of a foreign Force | pr x 
to aſſiſt the Efforts of that Party at Home, 
our Government has had at leaſt moral Ar. 


furance of GomeATe Plot; and "Conſpiracics, 
and 


(24) 
and by ſecuring the very. Perſons coneern'd. 


18 in them, has more than ones ſmother'd; ſuch 


Degen their Birth. We have ſeen with- 
in the current Year ſach an Atte mpt from 
abroad renew'd ; an Attempt meditated by 


| ee and th muſt have been ex- 
ccuted by the Power of France. What 
domeſtic Spirit appeared on that Occafion, 
when a numerous Force of French,” Scots 
and Fiſb, with a young Chevalier de St. 
George at their Head, threatned our Coaſts? 
It is recent and notorious. I do not lay any 
TY Weight on. the Froth and Fuſtian of Ad- 
dreſſes, penn'd perhaps by thoſe who never 
” fig d, and fign'd by thoſe ' who never 
read them; though the - Readineſs and cor- 
dial Unanimity which appear d even in theſe 
deſerves Notice; but was there a ſingle In- 
dividuval in Britain of any Party, Deno- 


mination, or Profeſſion whatſoever, who 
appeared even conſcious of any Deſign u- 
gainſt the Government? Aſſuredly not. 
I will not except thoſe wo only Perſons 
(the one a noble L—4, the other a Com- 


moner) whom the Vigilance of the State 
thought it expedient to take any Cogni- 


Za. Ce 


Character. And in a true Friend to che 


4 Spit and Kemper — ies 


whom there are ſo many diſcontented 


Hearts, which he at Name, that is, are 


devoted to the Cauſe of Popery and the 
Pretender? A Cauſe exploded, contemn d, 
and forgot almoſt by every Man amongſt 

us, excepting thoſe; who knowing the 
Imputstion of an Attachment to it, to be the 
moſt auiuerſally obnoxious and unpopular 


Charge which they can bring, are for that 


Reaſon ſure to uſe it, as one of the moſt 
effectual Means of aſperſing the publick 


pꝑreſent Eſtabliſhment whete is the Reaſon, 
where the Gratitude, where the Decency 
of ſuch à Reflection, that muſt affect 
numbers amongſt that People which has 
ſhe wn ſuch a Warmth of uncommon AF. 
fection, and unſuſpected Attachment to 
the King, his Family, his Cauſe, and his 
W 10 00 ITY Bee 1 e 
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ee Sir. if I 8 too 


OP Wards iti the Defence of u Nega- 


a 2 | tive, 


effectually deelared its diſlike to the Con- 
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tive, which G ut y your Aſſertiom 
could have made it neceſſary to advance, 
and nothing but its own indubitable Cer- 


tai nty and Notoriety, can tender. it diff 
cult to maintain. Nor can 1 think i it leſs 
evident, that the Remainder of the People, 


according to your Diftribution.. of them 


(the Landed Men) are, perhaps, to a Man, 
as heartily 'zealous for preſerving the, Ba- 


A 


lante of Europe, and in order to that End 


for reſtraining the encroaching Power of 
"France as youſelf, or your moſt diſtin- 
guiflfd Friends: Nor in any Degree leſs 
aſſured, chat a proper Support of the Houſe 
of Auſtria is the Means conducive to that _ 
important End, what Diverfity of Senti- 
ments ſvever there may be with regard 0 
the Circumſtances of che Proſecution of — 
Means: In which Refpect the Vox Populi || 
has indeed oſt toudly, and it is boped - 


duct of the great Hero of the Plain ©... 
ſener. But as the Landed Men are parti- 

culatly concerned under this Head of y Jour... 
ſevare . e vou will giye me Leave 
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-The rity br a a Landed and a Magd 
Intereſt in this Country, diſtinct from cach 
other, is too modern a one to need ex 


ral, The preſent Age too well re- 


members the fatal Policy that ſo thorough 
ly effected it, the Future will too late de- 
plore. the pernicious Conſequences that have 
ſo neceffatily attended it, This ſubtle 

Sttatzgem, broached ſpon, after the Re. 
volution, Un intended to-rives. the Wealth: 
of the whole Nation to the Support: of the, 
new Settlement, bas been very properly 
compared to the Artifice of Eumenes one 
of " Alexander's Captains, who ſotting up 

for himſelf after the Death af his Maſtery 
perfwaded bis Le Officers to. lend 
him great Sums, after which they werd 
forted to follow, bim for. their own 8e. 


curity. Nor Wag this modern Scheme 


unlike in its Fel, though ęxecuteck 


very differently. in its Cirqumſtancos, ta 
tha; old, Gathick. Policy, 4 which. ſecur d — 
1 every 


livio e (0259 | 

every new Acquiſition” by "that "Diftabus2 
tion of their feudal Poſeliors, Which cnc 
nected the Intereſt of every Proprietor in- 
ſeparably to that of the victoridus Prince. 

IL would not ſeem to inſinuste, that — 
Revolution Settlement needed thefc A 

to ſupport it, which was raiſed oh a — | 
more noble and laſting Foundation. But 
it ſeems pretty evident, that the Strata · 
gem was form'd on Precedents, not in 
thernſelves the moſt Genefous' or or Equi. 
table; however, in Fact, the moſt Poli. 
tick and Prudential. This wife Method 

:of borrowing Millions upon Funds of 


Intereſt, made way for that immenſe pub- 
lick Debt, the Increaſe of which (you te 


o kind as to inform f us) is the moſt proba 
lle, if not the only” Means of liffoning our | 


Laren. And it ought to be obſerved, 
that the national Bleſſing Itfius * effect. 
ed, was of a Nature entirely” "new 3 for 
from the Conqueſt to the Revolution, there 
can be no Inſtance Produced of one Civil 
or Foreign War, which left a public Debt 
after it, The Struggles of the Barons, the 
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| Kingdom, 
Scheme after the Revolution therefore was 


as great a Novelty FO the Czuſe, and it 
cannot be Wader that the D; 
the money d from the landed - Interiff of che 
Nation, of ſuch an Extraction, — 
important a Tendency with Refpect to the 
latter, ſhould not yet « ceaſe to make very 
uneaſy Impreſſions on "thoſe concerned: 
Impreſſions which perhaps your Paradoxes 
\ 8 bee to remove. oy 0 


(29): 
CART} ork and ee the civil 
iſtraQiohs, in "the. Tyme" of Cr I= 


how Areadful forver 978 the Fipenee'e? 
Blood; were attended with hone of Money. 


but what circulated” at Home; hob Ster 


left the Ficumbrance of an After n 
ing. The former Wars with Fyuuct and 


Scotland, * that under the "Uſurpation® with 


Spain and H olland, chat of chat II. with 


the. latter ſome 'of them 7 | 


exhanſted, not one left a Debt v 
The Effect of tlie yoke 


42011 


„That our ke are 4 B urthen bn "their 
| fates ſufficient already, is a Poſition” in 


2 * Which 


iſtinction of 
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(30) | 
which the Generality of Mankind may 


poſſibly more readily concur with Foxy 
Populi; than with, any Grotis, Diaun of 
| yours, But they are groſly in the Wrong 
t6 complain of the Increaſe of the, Burthen 
of publick Debt, and at the. Jime 
to complain of additional Taxes, (hecaulſc 
the very Weight of that Buxthen,will, pro- 
duce the Lightning of thoſe Taxes : 
till adding to the publick Debt, we, all be 
in the moſt ready way to be egſer in ur 
Taxes.* Let us unravel, this, ſorry 8 
phiſtry, which would perſuade us, that the 
more we owe, the leſs we ſball have to 
pay. And to do this with, all- Fairneſs 
and Certainty, give me Leave to tran- 
ſcribe your own Paradgx and. Solution in 
the following, memorable Paſſage. fc! | 


* 31 MAGS zal. 2112 2 1 
* Now as to my Teeming Paradox, that 


s the Increaſe of our publick Debts a8 be 
© moſt probable, if 1 not the. only Means of). * 
leſſening our Taxes: To render this 


> clear to the meaneſt wanne Se 
ef 7 
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edis feceſfary to go (2 Hale n round 
6 by intering upon 5 Examination why 
Sour Faxes ate how'ſa high; 'The,;Cauſe.: 
* whercof Ap eats to me to be, by thele- | 
„being laid on Cotninodities chat are ne- 
celfafify to Paſs through | many Hands 
© before" chey reach the ' Conſumer; and 
* conſequently, in effect, pay ſo ang 
„ different*Duries ; for tis very evident 
that Profit muſt be made, at the firſt 
Hand f che Money Ty out. for Da · 
ties, and that this muſt increaſe i in Pro- 
portion as it paſſes through all the reſt: 
It follows* then, that if thoſe. Dat 
were laid on the Conſumer, they would 
in their reſpective Ranks, be only one 
© inſtead of miany. The preſent Objection 
to this Method is two-fold; one on the Part 
© of the state; che other on the Part of the 
© People: Gi ile Part of the State, they 
don't chüfe to bring down che Taxes tothe 
Conſumet, becauſe of tlie greater Number 
* of Employtnents in the preſentSituation in 
the Gift of the ruling Miniſter, nor do the 
15 * chuſe it, becauſe they conclude it 
| «< muſt 


«a 2 «re. 
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Etz nad ela! 
"© muſt be dont by way of Extiſe, to 
Which they have ſuch — as 

is not to be ſurmounted, but by befig 
to the laſt Degree diſtreſſed by much 
worſe Meaſures, It follows, chat nothing 
but extreme Neceſſity can bring the two 
Intereſts to a Point; and that nothing can 
* create that Neceſſity, but ſuch u Burthen 
as in the preſent Situation of Things is 
not to be borne ; ſuch Taxes occaſioned 
by ſuch Debts as ont Eſtates ate nat in 
any Senſe able to pay, which by-mak- 
ing the. publick Debts double what they 
are now, will be pretty near the Caſe. 
That happening, Neceſſity will make 
- © both Parties agree, and then the Conſe- 
quence will be, that ten Millions Taxes 
Taiſed on the People, will be nearly fo 
much to the Uſe of the- State; hut as 
© jt is now, if the State receives: ten-Mil- 
lions, the People pay thirty, in all Du- 


. 
— 


ties on an Average, except Land and 
Windows. Therefore to pay ten Millions 
when the Intereſt of the publick Debts 
are near four bes is two Thirds 
© leſs 


Co 


-. 


* 


oF 


eſs 
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# leſs than when they are but two Milli- 
ons and conſequently; tis better to be 
0 % ne, hundred nen . than 
n n besessen 57 n f 


Item ve slit! 


> 476 Thie, 1 1 body will fal. 


4 to diſpute with me, or if they do, t. 
odds but they are worſted * 
ment; ſince every underſtanding Man h 
+, 1mmediately: perceives the Force of my 


- 5, Reaſons, and they who are ignorant will 


only expoſe themſelves in the Diſpute, 


** and ſhow they are utter Strangers to 


8 the Nature, Genius, and Effects of our 
Taxes, as they are at preſent diſpoſed 


and levied, which I would not wiſh any 
E. Nen to be, abe meddles with them. 

W 124 6.4 
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_ wwhich-I admit: as, That if all the "Taxes 
taiſed on the People were brought to, the 
uſe of the State, it might afford to releaſe 


a very large Proportion of what is now levi- 


ed ; Thay if Taxes were laid on the Con- 


3 ſumer 


(34) 
famer, they would come more immediate · 
ly to the publick Uſe, than they can when 


they paſs through many Hands before they 


reach him, and are attended with latger 


Deductions than if they were in another 
Situation: That no 'ruling Minift& will 


be very forward to cut off the great Num: 


der of Employments in his Gift which 


are provided for out of thoſe Deductions“; 
and that Necef/ity will make People agree 


to thoſe Expedients which no other 


Inducement could prevail on them tb 
have Recourſe to. But from which de 
theſe Poſitions do you deduce your Me- 


dium, to prove that the Increaſe of bur 
publick Debts is the Means of lefſentns our 


Taxes? Is the Parade ſolved, becaufe 
Neceſſity will bring Taxes under a right 


Regulation, and intollerable Burthen wil] 


create even extreme Neceſity? And do 
you ſeriouſly adviſe us to puſh our- 


ſelves to that deſperate Reſort, becauſe 


Neceſlity, which knows no 11 may 
driec 


6350 

drive us into good Regulations? for this 
ſeems to be the, Concluſion intended, 
Put the Caſe in private Life, that a Man 
with large Incumbrances on his Eſtate is 
Highly extravagant in his Expences, wou'd 
you adviſethat Man to mortgage ſtill deep- 
er, becauſe to be driven to the Brink of 
utter. Ruin will probably open his Eyes to 
| ſtop the Courſe of his Extrayagance, 55 
| fave ſomething at laſt, Which 

other Inducement can prevail on bim 
to attend to? Would you not think it 
more eligible in Reaſon and Prudence, 
that the heavier the Burthen is already on 
his Land, the more Cautious he ſhould be 
of adding to it; than that he ſhou'd de- 
fignedly double or treble it, in order to 
awaken his Senſes with the Horror of a 
Danger that muſt then be fo dreadful anl 
imminent ? What miraculous or what de- 
ſperate Remedies extream Neceflity may 
produce, no Man can ſay ; ; what Dangers 
and what Difficulties mf attend it, none 


can doubt, 
Eg The 


( 34 * 

"363 Ils be gag ovedieow. a3tW Ho 
The aſt Degree of Diftreſeis the! Situation 
you ſo kindly invite us to; a Situation very 
commonly attended with Deſpair, very rarel7 
with: Diſcretion. Pardon therefore: thoſe 
plain UInderſtanding, which are incapable of 
"eliſhing. the refined Policy of | praftifng.. 
the worſt Oeconomy in order to open a 


Way ta the Knowledge of the beſt; and 


that doubt how far you can be anſwerable 
that this Improvement in Politicks ſhall be 
the: Reſult of the Meaſures you propoſe 
till. 40 add ts the publick, Debt. |; Give. us 
Leave to view. that Addition in a different 
Light, attended with farther Conſe- 
quences and farther Hazards, and to.. aſl 
with the judicious and eloquent Writer of 
a celebrated Diſſertation, © What will 
« happen. when we have mer/gaged. and 
funded all we have to marigage and al 
* fund, when we have mortaged to. 
Creditors that ſinking Fund ED 4 
: mortaged to other Creditors, not yet paid 


INE. « oft? 


(pe 
* off? When we have mortgaged all the 
* Produft of dur Land," and even our Luni 
c #ſelf 2: Mfho can anſwer When we dome 
to ſuch Extremities, or have them more 
+ nearly-in /Profpe” (ee teh et 
they will effectually teach us the moſt ſa- 
- Regulations, but that) fen Aab 
* of People will bear any longer to beHeiers | 
* of Word and Drawers of Water to main. 
© tain the two hundredth Part of that 
Number in Eaſe and in Plenty? Who 
« can anſwer that the whole Body f the 
« People will ſuffer themſelves to be treated 
in favour of an Handful of Men (for * 
they who monopolize the whole Power 4 
and may in time monopolize the whole 
Property of the Funds, are indeed 
* but a Handful) who can anſwer that the = 
vue Body of the People will ſuffer them- _ 
* ſelyes- to be treated in favour of ſuch an 3 
Handful, as the poor Indians are in favour 
of the Spaniards ; to be parcelled out 
in Lots as it were, and to be aſſigned 
like theſe Indians to the Spani/h Planters 


to 


138) 
to teib and ſtarve for the Proprietors fibre 
fi cuenal F unds 1? \ Who can anſwer that a 
Scheme, which oppreſſes the Farmer, 
ruins the Mamifucturer, breaks: the Me- 

:hant; diſcourages Induſtry, and reduces 
Fraud into a Syſtem, uhich beggars ſo 
often the fair Adventurer: and Inmacent 
Proprietor; which draws continually a 
Portion of our National Wealth away 
to Fortigners, and draws moſt perniciouf- 
ly the reſt of that immenſe Property, 
that was diffuſed among thouſands; into 
the Pockets of a few, Who can anſwer 
that . 2 __ * be always en- 

SE 2$:4 * aa 
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lk now 1 Lanfled Wenden can not 
view with Pleaſure: the Proſpect of an 
expenfive Land: War; nor are yet of Opi- 
nion with you, that 1 better ' 70: be cne 
hundred Millions in Debt "that fifty; if re- 
flecting that the Dutch (which you ſay is 
plain) whether by Factions or Hifutuution; or 
both, come not heartily into cur. Alliance, they 
wn are 


(39) 
are willing to try Rilkfarther Tnducements 
and Expedients, aather than ruſh With 
you invite them to; whert iathe Stupid. 
ty, where the Infatuation, whete the Haſe- 
neſs of Spirit you : charge upon them? 
That Firmneſs and Reſolution: muſt" male 
France nt before us, they doubt not, but 
apprehend that true Firmneſs is much 
more conſiſtent with a calm and cautibus 
Conduct; the certain andeflentiabIngiedient 
off ſound i Folicy, than a-raſh and roman- 
tio Eagerneſs, which as likely to diſton- 
cert our Meaſures abroad, as ſure to diſ- 
content the Minds of the People at Home. 
Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the Sentiments 
which have created that national Diſguſt 
at the Spirit exerted by yaur Hero, which 
you with ſo much Confidence, Vanity, 
and Impotence affect to contemn. Theſe 
we hope will influence the Succeffors'of a 
certaln great Man to proceed conſiſtently 
with. themſelves, that is, nec femere, noc 
ae with Temper, yet with Dignity; 
with 


( 49) 

eu Caution, yet with Intrepidity; It is 
; qa a Change of Meaſures Which muſt 
recommend the Change of Miniſters, which, 
it will be agreed with you, is otherwiſe 
but an Amuſement, that hulls us into 4 too 
Fatal Security, We are not ſo entirely de- 
prired of our Senſes as to believe r (what 
you fay we are bully d into) that every Mi. 
miſiry are perpetually in the Wrong, and that 
all-Mankind who attempt to govern are Fools 
and Madmen ; we therefore hope better 
Things from the preſent Miniſtry than 
what we have blam'd in the paſt; a 
Piurſuit of the Britz Intereſt upon true 
Britiſo Principles, and ſuch a prudent 
and effectual Proſecution © of the War, 
as may conduce to the ſole juſtifia- 
ble End of it, a ſpeedy, a ſafe, and an 
honourable Peace. We flatter ourſelves 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman who 
now preſides at the Helm will approve 
himſelf by his Conduct there, equal to 
that Eulogium which was lately in ſo ſig- 
nal a Manner beſtow' d on him in a great 


! a Aſſem- 
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4  quence.rnables him with ſuch / Graco and 


7 


\ 


1 Gibiqaual 1 11 630 41 10120 8) abba 
fir Adem diy. y ane Whole noble. Arder of 


ſul / Charm . Elo- 


Dignity to pronounce that public Hoice, 


Which you deride and contemn. Let us 
hope that the Integrity, the Generaſity, 
and the Warmth. of publick Spirit, may 
once be juſtly imputed to an Rg 
W Miniſter in the i Subject of a his Ap- f 
plauſe, which. diſtinguiſhed. the younger 
Cato, of whom it was ſaid, bas ba engag · 
ed bimſalf in the Affairs of Statt ini, for 
 Honaur or. Riches; nor-raſhly, nor. clunce, 
- but. be nderiook: the Service of 'the Publick as 
the proper Buſineſs f an honeſt Man; and 


therefore thought himſelf obliged to: he ay di- 
ligent- for the Good of that, . 4 


Py age ber Hive? 
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The cee of: this Defoription-may 


poſſibly glare too ſtrongly in ſome Eyes: 


but Publick Virtues of ſuch a Stamp are 
as ſuperior to the Strokes of Language, as 
to thoſe of Detraction. May the amiable 

1 
Þ 


(a) 
Character which they form, be the ſtand- 
ing Model of miniſterial Accompliſnment! 
There is Piety in the Prayer, tho! there 
be Flattery in the Hope. I muſt conſeſs 
that I have met with very different Plans, 
many of which perhaps are better ſuited 
to the Refinements of modern Policy, and 
one of which is too remarkable not to be 
particularly remember'd. I can imagine 
(lays: the noble Author of the Cbaracterij 
ticks) (a noted Friend to Liberty=-wrought' 
to ſeek Court-Preferment z and this too. 
under a Patriot Character. But having 
perhaps try'd this Way with leſs Succeſs, 
he is obliged to change his Character, 
© and become a royal Flatterer, a Courtier 
* againſt his Nature; ſubmitting himſelf? 
* ap ſuing in ſo much the:meaner Degree, 
as his inherent Principles are well known 
© at Coutt, and to his new-adopted Party, 
g ee he feigns himſelf a Projeſis. 
A 3. Vun 4 
& © The: 8 the. Gates or Clarakier i 18 
l a ben a Perſon, the greater is his Sla- 
very, 


(us) 
very, and heavier his Load, Better bad 
it · been that he had never difcovered a 
*. Zeal for publick Good, or ſignalized 
* himſelf in that Party, which ean'with 
© leaſt Grace make Sactificesof NA ot, 
Ix r RRHSTS toa Crown, or tothe:privart 
Will, Appetite, or Pleaſure of à Prince? 
For ſuppoſing ſuch a Genius ds tllis had 
been to act his Part of Courtſhip in ſome 
foreign and abſolute Court,” how much 
leſs infamous wou d his Part have" prov- 
ed? How. much leſs ſlaviſh amidſt 4 
People who were all Slaves? Had he 
peradventure been one of that forlorn 
© begging Troop of Gentry extant in 
©: Denmark or Sweden, ſince the Pine | 
© that thoſe. Nations loſt their Libezies; » 
had he lived out of a free Nation and hap. 
< pily=balanc'd:Conſtitation'; had he been 
© either conſcious of no Talents" the 
© Afairs'of Government, or of no Oppor- 
© tunity to exert any ſuch to the Advan- 
tage of Mankind; where had been the 
8 a Shame, if perhaps he had em- 
F 2 * ployed 


OY - 


* f 


ad) 
On 


(u) 


ployed ſome of his Abilities in flattering 
like others, and paying the neceſſaty Hos 


ge tequir'd for Safety s Sake; and Saf. 


8 preſervation, in abfolute- and defpotick 


£ * Governments ? The Taſte perhaps, im 


4 Strictnels, might be ſtill wrong, even it 


0 


this bard Circumſtance: but ho- in- 
exculable in a quite contrary one! For 
let us ſuppoſe our Cotirtier not only am 
Engliſhman, but of the Rank and Stem 
of thoſe Old Engliſo Patriots who were 


wont to curb the Licentiouſneſs of our 


Court, arraigh its Flatterers, and purge 
away thoſe Poiſons from the Ear of 
Princes: Let us ſuppoſe him of a com 
petent Fortune and moderate Appetites, 


without any apparent Luxury or Lauiſpa 


nent in his Manners ; What ſhall we 
after this bring in Excuſe for fuch . 42 
Choice as his? How ſhall we explain this 
prepoſterous Reliſh, this odd Preference 
of Subtlety and Indireneſs, to true Wiſe 


dom, open Honeſty and Uprightneſs? | * 


Let 


( #5.) * 

: L ITY N ak MAT; ts fn * ne eee. " 
Auen not em n * i 
ee ae ſo exquiſite a Maſter, 
and adding his on Reflections on it, to 
inſinuate any invidious Parallel. And do 
yoni. beware, Sir, of making an Application | 
for me, which: may confine that Charac- 
ter ta any one Man, how ſtrong a Simila- | 
rity ſoever may ſtrike you, which too 91 | 
have. a | Claim to. 


You will fake me, Sir, if, I am more 
tender in reflecting on the Perſons of Stateſ- 
men, than yourſelf. on the Bady of a People, 
and if having offered what naturally 
occur'd to me in Vindication of the Na- 
tional Genius and Character from your A- 
ſperſions, I do not conceive myſelf any 
farther engaged to follow you in Points 
not conducive to the End I propoſed, and 
perhaps already anticipated by others 
How far your Charges on the Publick are 
refuted, the Publick in ſpite. of your Con- 

TT | tempt 


160 ; 

tempt for it, muſt and wilt judge; how far 
_ the Vein of your Reaſpning is affected by 
many ſuch Refutation, the ſame Authority 
muſt determine. I can clearly :ſee, and 
ſincerely lament, that we are much more 
in Fuece Romuli than in Republica Pla- 
?onis; though I by no Means admit nine 
Tenths of the People to be Gudgeons, and 
the reſidue Fools, Facobites and Bubbles, I 
am not therefore poſſeſſed: with a Spirit of 
national Bigottry, how warm an Advocate 
ſoever I may affect to be for the national 
| | Character; and one general Reflection of 
F | yours I ſhall moſt readily admit, -and beg 
= Leave to recommend it to the particular 
Conſideration - of the Readers, and the 
Admirers of the Plain. Reaſoner. It is the 


4 following one: Impudence is the. common 
= Attribute of all Nations, and there aluays 
i will be ſome People in- each who. glory in it. 
f Ard as it is not difficult Yofrnd People of 


| all Ranks, who either thro Buran e or Dij- 
N truſt ef themſelves, receive” tacitly the Dic- 
fates 


LY 


N 
/ 
- 


* 
* 


i Haw ng, * _ — 3 
a kx it will Warns 2 0 "> x 

F Almirerh 185 1 „nir 00 Num 
: | IV! 4 3 
Thougli 1 have not the Hongur to be 
amongſt | the Train of your Admizers,.... : 

am yet, SI R, at] S 

| ' Your mold Humble 3 
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